I. Conquest of the Americas

A Maya book written in the 1500’s describes life before the Spanish arrival.

“There was then no sickness; They had then no aching bones; They had no high fever; They had then no smallpox; They had then no burning chest…At that time the coarse of humanity was orderly.  The foreigners made it otherwise when they arrived here.”

 How did the Maya feel about the arrival of the Spanish?

Pizarro was interested in Peru’s Inca empire, which was reputed to have even more riches than the Aztecs.  Pizarro arrived in Peru in 1532, just after the Incan ruler Atahualpa had won the throne from his brother in a bloody civil war.

 Atahualpa refused to become a Spanish vassal or convert to Christianity.  In response, Pizarro, aided by Indian allies, captured him and slaughtered thousands of Inca.  The Spanish demanded a huge ransom for the ruler.  The Inca paid it, but the Spanish killed Atahualpa anyway.

Why did Pizarro have Atahualpa killed?

B.  Reasons for Victory

1. Disease: 90% decline in Indian population. 

2. Technology (cannon, armor, horses)

3. Civil War: Division among Natives

4. Thought Gods/devil: on the white mans side 

C. Bartolome de las Casas 

1. Priest: pleads w/ king for better treatment of natives….but de las Casas says

2. “The labor of one African is more valuable than that of four Indians. “ 

Old World:  FOOD: wheat, rice, pears, peaches, oranges, lemon trees; chick peas, grapes, melons, onions, radishes and many plants that became weeds and COFFEE 

