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e Controlled gold-salt trade
routes across West Africa

o Viewed king as semi-divine
e High status held by women

e Influenced by Muslims
through King's advisers and
Muslim settlers

MALI (1200 — 1450)

o Expanded influence over
gold-salt trade routes

* Expanded to borders of
Atlantic Ocean
e Conquered Berber cities
e Emphasized peace
~and order
e Mansa Musa became
great emperor

e Conquered and was con-
quered by Egypt

o Built up wide trade network

* Exported ivory, animal skins,
gold, perfume, slaves

¢ Produced iron tools and
weapons

¢ Developed system of writing

¢ Adopted Egyptian traditions

o Largest West African state

o Controlled key trade routes
and wealthy cities

e Held traditional religious
beliefs, with later Muslim
influence

o Set up efficient government
and bureaucracy





