· Traditional Life In Japan

	· The Tokugawa Shogunate had centralized feudalism and had very tight control over the Japanese.  However, under their control the economy improved.  Farmers used new seeds and tools to grow more food.  The population grew.  Towns were linked by roads and trade increased. A wealthy merchant class developed.  Zen Buddhism focused on peace, simple living, nature and beauty.  Many Japanese learned Zen practices like the tea ceremony and landscape gardening.  At the same time, the Japanese made advances in the arts and theater.  Kabuki Theater was created, where actors wore colorful costumes and acted out stories about families or events in history.  
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· Tea Ceremony: a monk brought the custom of drinking green tea from China to Japan.  At first the tea ceremony was only popular among monks, but soon the custom spread to the samurai class and by the 1300’s it was very popular among Japanese citizens. The basic idea of the tea ceremony is to express harmony, respect, purity and tranquility.  In a tea gathering people talk in silence to create harmony in the room.  People must respect all matters without their status and not discriminate.  People use a crawl through doorway to enter a tearoom, so even a person who has high social status has to lower his or her head.    

· Haiku:  Japanese poets created a form of poetry called haiku.  The challenge of Haiku is to create a vivid image a three non-rhyming lines using 17 Japanese characters.  The version created in English uses 17 syllables, the first line contains 5 syllables, the second 7, and the last 5.  Haiku, like most poetry, is created to transcend the limitations imposed by the usual language.  Haiku poems are valued for their lightness, simplicity, openness and depth.  The poems can be about any topic, but usually focus on the “feeling” in weather or nature. 







· Write your own
	· Temple bells die out.

· The fragment blossoms remain.

· A perfect evening!  ~Basho (1644-94)
	· 


· TRUE OR FALSE:

· _____ Agriculture achievements lead to the growth of cities.

· _____ A haiku focuses on war and hardship.

· _____Kabuki was outlawed in Japan.

· _____ The tea ceremony was brought from China and became very popular.

· Create your own Haiku using the 5-7-5 pattern.  






