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THOUGHTS AND BELIEFS IN ANCIENT CHINA

Imagine that a Confucian, a Daoist and a Legalist were being interviewed about the best ways to solve certain modern U.S. problems.  Fill in what you think would be the answers for each.

Problem #1:  Crime.  What do you think we should do about those who commit crimes?

Confucian: _________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Daoist:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Legalist: ____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Problem #2: School Violence.  How can we prevent school violence at South High?

Confucian: _________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Daoist:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Legalist: ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Problem #3: Terrorism. How would each philosophy stop terrorist acts from other countries?

Confucian: _________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Daoist:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Legalist: ____________________________________________________________________________
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Which philosophy do you agree with and why?  Provide specific examples.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	CHINESE PHILOSOPHY

Confucianism, Daoism and Legalism.
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	Nature
	Yin
	Filial Piety
	Confucianism
	Scholars

	Daoism
	Hanfeizi
	Yang
	Analects
	Civil Service

	Laozi
	Education
	Legalism
	Five Relationships


1. The Chinese believe that it is important to live in harmony with _______________ for disharmony results in disasters such as earthquakes, droughts, and floods.

2. _________ formulated a type of mysticism called Daoism.  He believed that spirits exist in all living things in nature and that the secrets of the universe can be discovered through contemplation.

3. The Chinese believed in ______________   ______________ extreme devotion and respect to ones parents.  

4. The _________ are the collection of thoughts of Confucius.  They represented a moral code for people to follow in their relationships with others.  

5. A well-respected class in China were the ________________, since ______________ was considered very important.

6. The Chinese believed in two major forces in life.  They are known as _______________ and _____________.  The first is a positive masculine force represented by height, land, light, heat and dryness.  The second is a negative feminine force represented by depth, darkness, cold and wetness.  The purpose is to achieve a balance between the two.  

7. A harsh ruler who felt that people could not be trusted and punishment necessary in order to keep control would probably follow ____________________.

8. A ruler who wanted to “go with the flow” with nature would probably follow __________________.

9. A ruler who put faith in people to be honest and hard working and felt they would do the right thing, with proper guidance, would probably follow a policy of ____________________.

10. _________________ was the creator of legalism.

11. Confucius believed in _______ ____________ in order to keep social control.

12. ________ _________ exams were given to people of all classes in order to put the most qualified into government positions.
