Name: ______________________________________


THEMATIC ESSAY REVIEW 
The thematic essay portion is the hardest part of the test, because it’s all on you.  Making graphic organizers for possible thematic essays will help you remember specific information easier. 

· Remember to always read the task, go back and check that you’ve included information for each part of the task 

Remember to fully answer the task, not answering the task entirely can decide whether you pass or fail the regents exam.  To help you fully answer the task, make sure you know what the task is asking you to do! 

· Describe – show what it looks like, tell all about it, give details, paint a picture with words

· Discuss - to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and argument; to present in some detail

· Evaluate – judge the value, worth, or success of something by using proof.  Give a grade.  

· Explain – Take describing a step further, tell how and why something happened 

Here are the following topics in this review packet 
· Change

· Constitutional Legislation 

· Constitutional Principles 

· Foreign Policy

· Geography 

· Government 

· Individuals  

· Migration

· Reform 

· Social Change 
· Technology 

· Territory Expansion 
ALL OF THESE TOPICS HAVE BEEN USED MULTIPLE TIMES IN THE PAST 10 YEARS.  THE LIKLIHOOD OF SEEING A THEMATIC ESSAY TASK THAT IS SIMILAR TO ONE IN THIS REVIEW IS HIGHLY LIKELY 

SO……

TAKE ADVANTAGE!
CHANGE – INDIVIDUALS (NOT PRESIDENTS)

Task:  Select two important individuals, other than presidents, and the area in which they tried to bring about change, and for each
• Discuss one action taken by the individual that led to changes in the nation’s economy,   government, or society

• Discuss changes that came about as a result of the individual’s action

	Individual #1
	Individual #2

	Action of individual:


	Action of individual:

	Changes/results of individual’s action:


	Changes/results of individual’s action:


[image: image3.png]You may use any example from your study of United States history. Some suggestions you might wish
to consider include Louisiana Purchase (1803), completion of the Eric Canal (1825), War with Mexico
(1846-1848), Homestead Act (1862), completion of the first transcontinental railroad (1869), and Native
‘American Indian policies (1800-1900).




CHANGE – TURNING POINTS 

Task:  Identify two major events in United States history that were important turning points and for each:

• Describe the historical circumstances that led to the event

• Discuss the political, social, and/or economic changes that resulted from the event.

	Turning Point #1
	Turning Point #2

	Historical circumstances leading up to event:


	Historical circumstances leading up to event:



	Political, social, economic changes/results from event: 


	Political, social, economic changes/results from event: 




[image: image4.png]You may use any appropriate Supreme Court case from your study of United States
history. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include Plessy v. Ferguson (1896),
Schenck v. United States (1919), Korematsu v. United States (1944), Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka (1954), Mapp v. Ohio (1961), Gideon v. Wainwright (1963), Miranda v.
Arizona (1966), Tinker v. Des Moines School District (1969), or New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985).




CHANGE – INDUSTRIALIZATION (essay done in class) 

Task:  Identify two changes in American life that resulted from industrial growth in the

United States and for each change

• Explain how industrialization contributed to this change

• Discuss one positive or one negative effect of this change on American life
	Change #1
	Change  #2

	How did industrialization lead to this change?


	How did industrialization lead to this change?



	Positive or negative effect of change:


	Positive or negative effect of change:




[image: image5.png]You may use any piece of writing from your study of United States history that focuses
attention on an issue facing American sociefy. Some suggestions you might wish to consider
include Common Sense by Thomas Paine (1776), Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher
Stowe ( usz) How the Other Half Lives by Jacob Ris (18%0), The Jungle by Upton Sinclic

(1962), The Feminine Mystique by Betty
by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (1963).





CHANGE – CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 

Task:  Identify two amendments to the United States Constitution and for each:

• Discuss the historical circumstances that led to the adoption of the amendment

• Discuss how the amendment changed the United States government and/or American society
	Amendment #1
	Amendment  #2

	Describe historical circumstances leading up to amendment:


	Describe historical circumstances leading up to amendment:



	Discuss how did this amendment change US government/society?
	Discuss how did this amendment change US government/society?




[image: image6.png]You may use any reform movement in the United States from 1800 to the present. Some
suggestions you might wish to consider include the abolitionist movement, Populist
movement, Progressive movement, women's rghts movement, civil ights movement, and the
labor movement.




CHANGE - WAR
Identify two different groups of Americans that were affected by United States participation in a war and for each
• Describe a social, political, or economic change the group experienced because of the war

• Discuss the extent to which that change affected American society
	Group #1
	Group  #2

	Describe social, political, economic changes group experienced b/c of war:


	Describe social, political, economic changes group experienced b/c of war:



	Discuss how these changes affected US society:
	Discuss how these changes affected US society:




[image: image7.png]You may use any important migration or movement of people from your study of United
States history. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include the forced migration of
Native American Indians (1800-1850), the westward movement (1840-1890), the migration
of Affican Americans from the South to citis in the North (1900-1929), the Puerto Rican
‘migration to the North after World War I (1945-1960), the westward migration from the
Dust Bowl (1930s), suburbanization (1945-present), and the migration to the Sun Belt
(1950-present).




CHANGE – SOCIAL CHANGE 

Task: Identify one event in United States history that has influenced social change and for the event identified:

• Discuss the historical circumstances surrounding the event

• Show how the event was intended to bring about specific social change

• Evaluate the extent to which the event was successful in bringing about that change
	Event #1



	Historical Circumstances


	What change was intended in event?


	Was event successful in bringing change? 




[image: image8.png]You may use any example from your study of United States history. Some groups you
might wish to consider include Native American Indians, African Americans, Asian
Americans, Hispanic Americans, women, the elderly, and the disabled.




CONGRESSION LEGISLATION

Task:  Select two laws passed by the United States congress and for each
· Discuss the historical circumstances that led to the passage of the law 

· Discuss the impacts of the law on American society 

	Law #1: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Impact of law on US society



	Law #2: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Impact of law on US society




[image: image9.png]You may use any example from your study of United States history. Some suggestions you
might wish to_consider include assumption of Revolutionary War debts, building the
transcontinental railroad, passage of tariff laws, passage of the Interstate Commerce Act,
creation of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, adoption of the Social Security
system, passage of federal minimum wage laws, Reagan Era tax cuts, and ratification of the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).




CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

Task:  Select two constitution amendments that have changed American society and for each

· Discuss the historical circumstances that led to the adoption of the amendments

· Discuss the political, social, and/or economic changes the amendment brought to American society 
	Constitutional Amendment #1: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Political/social/economic changes because of amendment:



	Constitutional Amendment #2: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Political/social/economic changes because of amendment:




[image: image10.png]‘You may use any territory acquired by the United States since 1776. Some suggestions you
might wish to consider include the Ohio River valley (1783), Louisiana Territory (1803), Florida
(1819), Texas (1845), Oregon Territory (1846), California (1848), Alaska (1867), Hawai (1898),
and Puerto Rico (1899).




C
ONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES 

Task:  Select two Supreme Court cases that have affected American society.  
For each case selected:  

· Discuss the historical circumstances of the case

· Explain the Court’s decision in the case

· Discuss the impact of the decision on American society 

	Supreme Court Case #1:   



	Historical Circumstances:  
	Court’s Decision: 


	Impact of Court’s decision on American society:  

	Supreme Court Case #2:   



	Historical Circumstances:  
	Court’s Decision: 


	Impact of Court’s decision on American society:  


[image: image11.png]From your study of United States history. you may use

any federal government action that
was inflacnced by geomuphy Some suggcstions von might ish to consider inchide. the
Lonisiana Purchase (1503, isance of the Monror Doctrine (1523, passage of the
Homestead Act (1562, decision to buid the transcontineatal ralrod (1560, soquisiton of
the Philippines (1595), decision to bl the Panara

Interstate Highway Act (1956,

oty 19005). and pussage of the




EQUAL RIGHTS

Task:  Identify one group of people in American society that has been denied equal rights

· Discuss a major problem this group has encountered since 1900 in its struggle for full equality 

· Discuss two specific actions that have been taken by an individual, an organization or the government in an effort to help this group overcome the problem

· Evaluate the extend to which this group has achieved equality today 

Be sure to support your essay with specific names of persons, laws, amendments and Supreme Court cases whenever possible. 

	Group of Americans denied equal rights: 



	Problem/struggle for equality:  
	Action #1 to help problem (be specific):
Action #2 to help problem (be specific):  


	How successful was this group in reaching equality?


[image: image12.png]You may use any important foreign policy action sinee 1900 from your study of United
Statcs istory. Some sugeestions yon might wish o consider include Theedore Roosevelts
Corollay to the Monme Doctine (1901, Woedrow Wikor's Fourteen Foints (1915). the
Lend-Lease Act (1941) the Marzhall Plan (19417) the blockade of Cuba (1962, the Stratcgic
At Limitation Talks (SALT) agreernents (1972), and the Persian Gulf War (1091 .





FOREIGN POLICY 

Task:  Identify two importance United States foreign policy actions since 1900 and for each 

· Discuss the historical circumstances surrounding the action
· Discuss one immediate or one long-term result of the action 
· Evaluate the extent to which the action promoted the nation’s self-interest
	US foreign policy action #1



	Historical circumstances:
	1 immediate/long-term result:


	How did this promote nation’s self-interest? 



	US foreign policy action #2



	Historical circumstances:
	1 immediate/long-term result:
	How did this promote nation’s self-interest? 




[image: image13.png]You may use any group from your study of United States history. Some suggestions you
night wish o consicer inchide. Afican Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos, Native
American Indians, persons with disabiliies, sl women.




GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHY & US GOV’T ACTIONS 
Task:  Identify two actions taken by the US government that were influenced by geographic factors, and for each action:  

· Discuss the historical circumstances that resulted in the government action

· Discuss the influence of a geographic factor on the action 

· Describe the impact of the government action on the United States 

	US action #1



	Historical circumstances:
	Influence of geography on action:
	Impact of action on the US



	US action #2



	Historical circumstances:
	Influence of geography on action:


	Impact of action on the US




[image: image14.png]‘You may use any example from your study of United States history. Some suggestions you might wish to
consider include:

McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) ~ federal supremacy

Schenck v. United States (1919) — freedom of speech

Korematsu v. United States (1944) ~ equal protection under the law

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) ~ equal protection under the law

Engel v. Vitale (1962) ~ separation of church and state

Miranda v. Arizona (1966) — tights of the accused

Roe v. Wade (1973) — tight to privacy

Vernonia School District v. Acton (1995) — search and seizure




GEOGRAPHY – TERRITORIAL ACQUISITION 

Task:  Select two territories acquired by the United States and for each
· Describe the historical circumstances that led to the United States to acquire the territory 

· Discuss positive and/or negative effect of the acquisition of this territory on the United States 

	Acquired Territory #1: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Positive/negative effects on US



	Acquired Territory #2: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Positive/negative effect on US




[image: image15.png]You may use any constitutional amendments that have changed American society. Some
suggestions you might wish to consider include the 13th amendment (abolition of slavery, 1865),
17th amendment (direct election of senators, 1913), 18th amendment (Prohibition, 1919), 19th
amendment (womanes suffrage, 1920), 22nd amendment (presidential term limits, 1951), 24th
amendment (elimination of the poll tax, 1964), and 26th amendment (suffrage for 18-year-old
citizens. 1971).




GOVERNMENT – ROLE IN THE ECONOMY 

Task:  Choose two actions that addressed a problem with the nation’s economy and for each 
· Discuss the historical circumstances that led to the action 

· Discuss the impact of this action on the economy of the United States 

	Government Action #1: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Impact of action on US economy 



	Government Action #2: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Impact of action on US economy 




[image: image16.png]You may use any federal law that was intended to address an important issue from your
tudy of United States history. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include:

Embargo Act (1807)

Indian Removal Act (1830)
Kansas-Nebraska Act (1851)
Interstate Commerce Act (1857)

‘Pure Food and Drug Act (1906)

Social Security Act (1935)

GI Bill Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (1944)
Americans with Disabilities Act (1990)




INDIVIDUALS – RIGHTS 
Task:  Select two different groups in American society who have faced discrimination and for each

• Describe one specific example of discrimination faced by the group
• Describe one action taken by the federal or state gov’t related to this example of
   discrimination

• Discuss how the action taken by the federal or state governments either

   protected or limited the rights of the group
	Group #1



	Example of discrimination:
	Gov’t response to discrimination:


	Did gov’t response protect or limit rights?



	Group #2



	Example of discrimination:
	Gov’t response to discrimination:


	Did gov’t response protect or limit rights?




[image: image17.png]‘You may use any example from your study of United States history. Some suggestions you
might wish to consider include passage of the Civil War amendments; development of the automobile;
passage of the 18th Amendment [national Prohibition]; passage of the 19th Amendment [women's
suffrage]; passage of the Social Security Act (1935); President Dwight D. Eisenhower's decision to
send troops to Little Rock, Arkansas; and the Supreme Court's decision in Roe v. Wade.




MIGRATION
Task:  Identify two migrations or movements of people within the United States and for each
· Discuss the historical circumstances that led to the migration of these people 

· Discuss the impact of the migration on the people who moved and/or on American society 

	MIgration #1: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Impact of migration on American society:



	MIgration #2: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Impact of migration on American society: 




[image: image18.png]You may use any appropriate group from your study of United States history. Some
suggestions you might wish to consider include enslaved persons during the Civil War, Native
American Indians during the Indian Wars, women during World War I or World War 11,
Japanese Americans during World War 11, and American college students or army draftees
during the Vietnam War.




REFORM - MOVEMENTS
Task:  Identify two reform movements in the United States since 1800 and for each reform movement 

· Describe the historical circumstances that led to the need for reform

· State one goal of the movement and discuss two actions taken by the government, a group or an individual in support of this goal

· Evaluate the extend to which the reform movement has made an impact on the United States 

	Reform Movement #1



	Historical circumstances:
	1 goal:

2 actions supporting goal:
	Reform’s impact on US:



	Reform Movement #2



	Historical circumstances:
	1 goal:

2 actions supporting goal:


	Reform’s impact on US:




[image: image19.png]You may use any constitutional amendment from your study of United States history.
Some suggestions you might wish to consider include the 1st Amendment — personal
freedoms (1791), 15th amendment — right to vote (1870), 16th Amendment — income tax
(1913), 17th Amendment — election of senators (1913), 18th Amendment — Prohibition
(1919), 19th Amendment — suffrage (1920), or 22nd Amendment — term limits (1951).




REFORM – WRITING
Task:  Select two pieces of writing that have focused attention on issues facing American society and for each

· Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the issue addressed by the author 

· Discuss an action taken by the government or a group or an individual in response to the issue raised by the author 

	Writing Piece #1: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Gov’t/group/individual response to writing piece:



	Writing Piece #2: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Gov’t/group/individual response to writing piece:




[image: image20.png]You may use any appropriate change in American life that resulted from industrial growth.
Some suggestions you might wish to consider include increased immigration, new inventions

or technologies, growth of labor unions, growth of monopolics, growth of reform movements,
and increased urbanization.




SOCIAL CHANGE

Task:  Identify one event in United States history that has influenced social change and for the event identified

· Discuss the historical circumstances surrounding the event

· Show how the event was intended to bring about specific social change

· Evaluate the extent to which the event was successful in bringing about that change

	Event that influenced social change



	Historical circumstances:
	How was this event meant to bring social change?
	Was the event successful in bringing change? 



[image: image1.png]‘You may use any example from your study of United States history. Some suggestions you
might wish to consider include passage of the Civil War amendments; development of the automobile;
passage of the 18th Amendment [national Prohibition]; passage of the 19th Amendment [women's
suffrage]; passage of the Social Security Act (1935); President Dwight D. Eisenhower's decision to
send troops to Little Rock. Arkansas: and the Supreme Court's decision in Roe v. Wade.




SUPREME COURT – CIVIL LIBERTIEIS CASES 

Task:  Identify two Supreme Court cases that have had an impact on civil liberties in the United States.  For each case identified: 

· Discuss the facts of the case

· Identify a specific constitutional civil liberty issue addressed by the Supreme Court 

· Discuss how the decision of the Supreme Court either expanded or limited a specific constitutional civil liberty in the United States 

	Supreme Court Case #1



	Fact of the case:
	Constitutional liberty issue:


	Decision:

Did it limit or expand civil liberties?



	Supreme Court Case #2



	Fact of the case:
	Constitutional liberty issue:


	Decision:

Did it limit or expand civil liberties?




[image: image21.png]You may use any major event from your study of United States history. Some suggestions
you might wish to consider include the signing of the Declaration of Independence (1776),
‘end of Reconstruction (1877), Henry Fordss use of the assembly line (1913), United States
entry into World War I (1917), Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954), passage of the
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964), and the fall of the Berlin Wall (1989).




TECHNOLOGY 

Task:  Identify two different technological developments and for each

· Discuss the positive and/or negative effects of the technological development on the United States economy or on American society 

	Technological Development #1


	Technological Development #2



	Positive/Negative effects on US


	Positive/Negative effects on US


[image: image2.png]‘You may use any technological innovation from your study of global history. Some suggestions you
might wish to consider include irrigation systems, stirrup, astrolabe, printing press, factory systems,
nuclear weapons, chemical pesticides, and satellites launched into space.




TERRITORIAL EXPANSION

Task:  Identify two events or developments that had a significant impact on United States territorial expansion between 1800 and 1900 and for each event or development identified:
· Discuss the historical circumstances surrounding the event or development 

· Evaluate the importance of the event or development on the growth of the United States 

	Event #1: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Importance of event on growth of US:



	Event #2: 



	Historical Circumstances:
	Importance of event on growth of US:




[image: image22.png]You may use any important person from your study of United States history (other than a
president). Some suggestions you might wish to consider include Frederick Douglass and
slavery, Andrew Carnegie and industrialization, Jacob Riis and urban life, Upton Sinclair and
consumer protection, Henry Ford and the automobile industry, Margaret Sanger and
reproductive rights, Martin Luther King Jr. and civil rights, Cesar Chavez and migrant
farmworkers, and Bill Gates and the software industry.




