THE MING DYNASTY      


The Yuan dynasty declined after the death of Kublai Khan[image: image1.jpg]


.  Heavy taxes, corruption and natural disasters led to frequent rebellions by the Chinese.  Why do you think they hated the Mongols so much?  Finally in 1368, the Chinese drove the Mongols out of China.  They set up the Ming Dynasty.  The Ming brought back the civil service exam, Confucian learning and improved the economy.  Chinese cities developed industries.  For awhile, the Chinese set sail to promote trade and collect tribute from the “lesser powers” across the western seas.  

“The countries beyond the horizon and from the ends of the earth have all become subjects… we have set eyes on barbarian regions far away.”


After 1433, the Ming emperor banned the building of seagoing ships.  He forbade contact with the rest of the world.  Why did they turn their sails around and stop its overseas exploring?  It was expensive and they did not receive a profit.  They had little interest in overseas expansion.  They considered their civilization the most successful in the world.  They wanted to preserve ancient traditions.  Less than 60 years later, after China stopped their overseas exploration, Christopher Columbus sailed west from Spain in search of a trade route to Asia.  This made Spain a major power, impacting the entire world.  We can only wonder how the course of history might have changed if the Chinese had continued exploration.

1.  Why were the Chinese happy to have the Ming Dynasty rule China?  _________________________________________________________________

2.  What did the Ming Dynasty bring back to China that had been lost under the Mongols?  ______________________________________________________________

3. Describe China under the rule of the Ming.  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Through Chinese exploring overseas, how did they view non – Chinese people when they came in contact with them?  ______________________________________________

5. Why did the Chinese stop exploring?  ___________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

6.  Describe one way the world would have been different if the Chinese discovered the “New World” as opposed to the Spanish.  ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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