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*The Last Samurai Video Guide*

The Samurai live by a code of honor.  Now they must also die for it.  But they’re not alone in their struggle against the forces that would forever change them.  Tom Cruise plays Civil War hero Captain Nathan Algren, who comes to Japan to fight the Samurai and ends up pledging himself to their cause.  Katsumoro, a Samurai leader facing a vanishing way of life, whose destiny becomes intertwined with that of the American captain, feels that he must fight against the Emperor’s army led by a Japanese advisor who believed Japan must westernize (modernize) in order to keep the West out of Japan.  This period in Japanese history is called the Meiji Restoration which took place during the late 1800’s right after the American Civil War.  Remember, as with most “Hollywood Movies” as historically accurate as the movie is, the creators do take some “literary license” for entertainment purposes.
1. Why will the Japanese advisor, along with Captain Algren’s commanding officer look to bring the American over to Japan in the late 1800s?

2. Throughout the clip, how do you see the Japanese assimilating (absorbing) into western ways?

3. Describe some of the traditions which the Samurai would fight to defend because they were so important to those who believed in traditions.

4.  What do you think the future of the samurai will be like?  Explain why?
