The Byzantine Empire

The Byzantine emperor Constantine rebuilt Byzantium and named it Constantinople.  Constantinople got its wealth from trade.   In 330, Constantine made Constantinople the capital of the Roman empire.  In time, the eastern Roman empire became known as the Byzantine empire.


The Byzantine empire reached its peak under Justinian.  His armies reconquered lost parts of the old Roman empire.  However, these victories were only temporary.  Later emperors lost these lands again.   After a fire in 532, Justinian made Constantinople even grander, rebuilding the church of Hagia Sophia.  Justinian also had the laws of ancient Roma organized into a collection known as Justinian’s Code.  He ruled the empire as an autocrat, or sole ruler with complete authority.  His wife, Theodora, served as his advisor or co-ruler.  


The Byzantine emperor controlled Church affairs.  He appointed the patriarch in Constantinople.  The patriarch, not the pope, was the highest Church official in the Byzantine empire.  During the Middle Ages, eastern and western Christianity grew apart.  This was due in part to a disagreement over icons, or holy images.  In 1054, other disagreements caused a complete split known as the Great Schism.  The Byzantine church became known as the Eastern Orthodox Church.  The western church became known as the Roman Catholic church.


By this time, the Byzantine empire was declining.  In 1090’s, the Byzantine emperor asked the pope for help against the Muslim Seljuks.  This started the First Crusade.  In 1204, knights on the Fourth Crusade attacked Constantinople.  The Byzantines lost control of trade and much of their wealth.  In 1453, Ottoman Turks conquered Constantinople.  They renamed it Istanbul and made it the capital of their empire.


The Byzantines left an important legacy.  They combined Christian beliefs with Greek science, philosophy and arts.  Their scholars preserved Greek literature.  They also produced their own great books, especially in history.

True or False, correct statement if False.

___1. After the fall of the Roman Empire, both Western and Eastern Europe fell into an economic and cultural decline. 

___2. Eastern Orthodox became the dominant religion in the East.
___3. Justinian’s goal was to make his empire as great as the old Roman Empire. 
____4. Justinian preserved Roman laws by collecting them under Justinian’s code.
____5.   The Byzantine empire lasted a short time and did not influence western civilization.
6. Who controlled the Byzantine church?

7. Who conquered Constantinople in 1453?

Create a time line based on the above events. 


