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The Aztecs 


The Aztecs developed another great civilization.  In 1200 AD, they arrived in the city of Tenochtitlan, where Mexico City stands today.  Because it was located on an island in a lake, the Aztecs found ingenious ways to create more farmland; they built chinampas.  These were human-made islands of mud and reeds. The Aztecs were fierce warriors.  The Aztecs were feared and hated by those they conquered.  Despite this, the power of the Aztecs grew until they were able to force their way of life upon others.  A single emperor ruled, but had nobles who served as officials, judges and governors in the conquered provinces. Tribute, or payment from conquered peoples made the Aztecs wealthy.  The tribute was paid in gold, turquoise, corn, animals and slaves.  Gold played an important part in the Aztec culture and downfall.  By 1500, the Aztec Empire numbered about 30 million people.  Most people were farmers and corn was the basis of their diet.  Many words we use today came from the Aztec’s language, like Acapulco, Mexico, avocado, chocolate and tomato.  The Aztecs sacrificed many captured soldiers to their gods.  The most important was the sun god, Huitzilopochtli.  To give the sun strength to rise each day the Aztecs would sacrifice tens of thousands of victims, mostly prisoners of war.  The sacrifices and tributes caused rebellions by the conquered peoples.  Like the Mayans, the Aztecs had an accurate calendar and used their knowledge in astronomy, math and medicine.  Aztec physicians could set broken bones and treat dental cavities.  As you will soon read, the Spanish explorers that accidentally landed in America eventually defeated the Aztecs.

1. The Aztecs used anispahcm _________________ to create more usable farm land.

2.  The Aztecs were known to be receif rrrsoiwa ____________________ __________________.
3. The Aztec became wealthy off the birtteu ____________________ paid by the conquered. 

4. The Aztecs sacrificed humans to cophoulztiliht __________________________. 
5. The Aztecs were defeated by the Spanish lproersxe _________________________. 

6. Lst three accomplishments of the Aztecs.

a.



b. 



c. 
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