	Legislative Branch
	· Congress

· Bicameral (two houses: Senate and House of Representatives)

· Make laws

· Approve treaties (agreement with other countries)

· Declare war

· Approve Supreme Court picks

· Impeachment

· 2/3 majority override

	Electoral College
	· System of electing president

· People vote for electors and electors vote for president

· Winner takes all system

· Problem: candidate (person) who wins the popular vote does not always become president

	Electors
	· Senators (2) + the number of representatives in the House

· Population based

	Bill Becomes a Law
	· A bill is a proposed law

· Must pass both houses of Congress

· The president must sign it into law

· If the president vetoes the law, Congress can pass it with a 2/3 majority override

	President
	· Proposes laws and he signs bills into laws

· President does NOT make laws

	Override
	· 2/3 majority 

· Example of checks and balances

	Executive Branch/Hats of the President
	· President

· Commander in Chief

· Chief Diplomat

· Chief of Party

· Head of State

· Enforces (carry out) the laws

· Can veto (reject) laws

· Grant pardons (excusal)

· Can suggest bills (laws)

· Signs bills into law

· Selects Supreme Court Judges


	Unwritten Constitution
	· Traditions that are followed that aren’t written in the Constitution

· Example: Presidential Cabinet


	Checks and Balances
	· Make sure one branch didn’t become too powerful

· Examples: veto, judicial review

	Articles vs. Constitution
	· Articles = weak central government

· Articles did not have: president, supreme court or bicameral congress 

· Constitution= strong central government

	Judicial Branch
	· Supreme Court

· Interpret the Constitution

· 9 justices (picked by the president)

· Serve for life

· Judicial Review: can say a law is unconstitutional 

	Amendment
	· A change to the Constitution

· “living document”

	1st Amendment
	· Part of the Bill of Rights (1-10)

· Freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, petition

	2nd Amendment
	· Right to bear arms (have weapons)

	3rd Amendment
	· Protection against quartering 

	4th Amendment
	· Protection against unreasonable search and seizure
· Search warrant are needed


