Name___________________________________________

THE QIN: TRIUMPH OF THE FIRST EMPEROR~Shi Huangdi!

By 221 BC, the ruler of the Qin people conquered the Zhou.  He called himself Shi Huangdi, or “First Emperor.” Although he only stayed in power for fifteen years, he was able to unite the people of his empire by initiating several policies.  Shi Huangdi used cruel methods to control China.  He tortured, jailed and killed those who did not support him.  He even burned the books of philosophers who disagreed with him.  (Poor Confucius and his Analects.)  He centralized power with the help of Legalist advisors. (What a surprise.)  Shi Huangdi forced noble families to live in the capital so that he could have his spies keep an eye on them and then divided their land up.  His subjects were forced into slave labor to build things like the Great Wall, canals and roads.  He heavily taxed his subjects, which led to widespread suffering and starvation. He standardized the written language, measurements and created smaller national coins.  Now people who spoke a variety of languages could trade and communicate with each other.  He made travel quicker and safer and improved the food supply by instituting a system of irrigation.  
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	THE GREAT WALL:   Shi Huangdi’s most remarkable achievement was the Great Wall.  It stands over 25 feet high, topped with a wide brick road and stretches over fifteen hundred miles. It runs through the mountains and deserts of China. The original walls were built to keep out the warriors from the north who sometimes swept down and raided the cities.  

	They were eventually joined into one long barrier under Shi Huangdi.  Hundreds of thousands of laborers worked for years through bitter cold and burning heat.  So many people died constructing the wall, and in battles that occurred around it, it is sometimes called the world’s largest cemetery.  (When people died, they built the wall over the bodies.  That’s right, actual human corpses made up some of the foundation that is still standing today!)  Although the wall did not keep invaders out of China, it did show how successful the emperor was in getting people to work for him and his quick access to get resources.  
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	TERRA COTTA SOLDIERS:  Qin Shi Huangdi thought he would live forever (be immortal) but, ironically, he also built an elaborate burial complex.  Nearly seventy thousand artisans and crafters worked for thirty-six years and created over eight thousand LIFE - SIZED terra cotta warriors, including officers, cavalrymen with horses, and charioteers with full fighting gear.  Each had individualized facial features and hairdos.  Iron farm tool, silk and linen fabrics and jade were also stored with them.  The clay soldiers and other items were placed fifteen feet underground standing in battle formation ready to guard the emperor’s tomb, even after his death.  A wooden roof was built over the life-size army and covered with dirt.  The emperor even added trap doors and booby traps.  The tomb was uncovered accidentally in 1974 by a farmer who was digging a well.


1. What philosophy did Shi Huangdi use to rule his empire? _______________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  In your opinion, was Shi Huangdi a good or bad ruler?  Explain your answers. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why did the emperor build his huge tomb? ___________________________________________________
4. What do these lavish constructions tell us about the emperor?  _______________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________
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The Qin Dynasty 

I. THE QIN (CH’IN) Dynasty (221 BC – 206 BC) 
A.  __________________ “First Emperor” to unite China.

1.   __________________________

2. Ended all the wars that had _______________ China

3. Unified _______________, ___________ & _______________. 

4.  Repaired _____________ and ___________.

5. ________________________

6. Killed ________________________ & any other opponents. 

     a.  Burned the ________________

7. Forced people into __________________… 

8. He took the ___________ land and _________________ it to the ________… ending ____________.   Sounds like a sweet deal for the peasants, right? 

     a. Made them pay ______________ to support the ____________________________.

     b. People couldn’t pay it and were forced into _______________!!!

B. Also known for…

1. ___________________

a. Built to keep invaders out… like the ___________& ____________

2.  _______________________

a. Believed this life size army would protect him in the _________.
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