· Mayan Creation Story

The gods created the first person from corn: “Of yellow corn and white corn they made their flesh; of cornmeal dough they made the arms and legs of people.”

 Maize was the central food in their diet.  They ate maize tortillas with every meal.  A favorite dish was tamales, an envelope of steamed maize stuffed with vegetables or meat. 

· Cool Mayan Facts: 

*Short Men; 5’ women 4’8”

*Painted their bodies black, red or blue.

*Tattoos

*Tied boards to infants to flatten their foreheads. (worshipped a handsome maize god, whose profile and flattened forehead resembled an ear of corn,)

*Tied objects to head to encourage crossed eyes. 

*Women had their skulls drilled with jewels. 

December 21, 2012: Is was NOT the end of the world!!!!

Chicle: a milky sap extracted from the chicozapote tree found in the Yucatan Peninsula, launched the worldwide gum industry. 

Major Achievements:

1. Advanced Farming

2. Architecture: Tikals (Pyramids)

 & observatories

3. Hieroglyphics: System of writing

4. Sciences: Math, astronomy, 365 ¼ day calendar, concept of zero.

Government: City-States, led by a chief with military & religious power. 
Life Style: Farmers & Traders: 
1. Grew: Maize, beans, squash, pumpkins, tomatoes, chili peppers, cacao 

If they were so great, What happened to them?  

Mystery: Perhaps revolt, drought, invasion, or civil war.
II. Aztecs 

Where: Tenochtitlan /Mexico City

When: 1200-1519

· Chinampas: Floating Gardens

Major Achievements:

1. Cities & pyramids. 

Largest city was Tenochtitlan 

2. Accurate calendar 

3. Herbs & Medicine for illness

4. Chinampas: Floating gardens

5. Set broken bones & treated cavities 

Government: One powerful emperor.   

1. Conquered to expand their territory. 

2. Kept captives as slaves and sacrificed many to their gods.  

3. Cannibalism.  

4. Many enemies.  Later enemies join with the Spanish to defeat the Aztecs.

“For both nobles and commoners justice was swift and punishment severe.  Theft, homicide and public drunkeness were serious crimes. Stealing=slavery to the person from whom they stole. 

Drunkeness was believed to cause such problems as poverty, boasting, quarreling and stealing as was therefore severely punished.  

Records show that priests or government officials could suffer the death penalty for being drunk in public, but commoners would be punished by having their heads shaved in public and their house destroyed. 

 In general, it was common for nobles to be punished more severely than commoners for similar crimes. “

Religion: Polytheistic

Major gods: 

1. Maize god. Quetzocoatl:

Light skinned & bearded.  When Cortes 

shows up, he was mistaken for this god.   

2. Sun god: Huitzilopochtli

· Cool Aztec Facts

*Worshipped maize goddess. At public ceremonies the ruler gave tamales to everyone in the crowd. 

*Even today in the town of Tepoztlan people speak to the seed before planting it saying “My beloved body and strength, go and bear the cold and the storm of the seasons; all is for us.”

Life Style: Warriors, Farmers & Traders: 

1. Maize, chiles,  beans,  squash, tamales, tortillas & atole (a hot breakfast corn drink)

III. INCAS 

Where: Peru- South America 

1. Andes Mountains 
When: 1400-1532 AD
· Inca Agricultural Terraces
· The Incas terraced mountains so that crops could be grown on otherwise unusable land. 

Major Achievements: 

1. Terraced farming

2. Architecture (pyramids)

4. Roads: 14,000 miles through mountains & desert

a. All roads lead to Cuzco (center of empire)

b. Llamas were highly valued.

Strong Centralized Government 

1. Sapa Inca: Emperor: Divine: son of sun god (Inti)

2. Theocracy—gov’t ruled by religious leader.

3. Quipu: collection of knotted colored strings. Used for record keeping.

· More about quipu

A quipu is essentially a group of wool and cotton strings tied together. The strings are dyed in many different colors and they have a wide variety and number of knots tied in them. Together the type of wool, the colors, and the knots hold information that was once readable by several South American societies. 

· Question to consider:

· How does the use of quipu illustrate that the Incans had a complex society?

· Cool Inca Facts

· Inca men who were single after their 20th birthday were forced to marry.  All single women would line up against a wall & the single men would line up opposite them.  An official would point out which man would marry each women. In some areas, marriage was official when the groom placed a sandal on the bride’s foot. 

· Poor Inca Women…

· Inca men & women were not equal.  A husband could kill his wife without penalty if she was unfaithful to him.  But if a wife was found guilty of killing her husband for the same reason, she was hung upside down by her heels in public.  She would suffer agony for days until death finally came.

· Machu Picchu

· Stop and Jot:
After looking at Machu Picchu

1. What do these types of buildings prove about the Incan civilization?

2. Many tourists visit Machu Picchu today.  Why might this be such a fascinating tourist attraction?

Religion: Polytheistic 

1. Chosen women: Aclla--girls selected to serve Emperor/sun god

Lifestyle 

1. Ayllus: close knit communities

2. Government assigns: jobs & marriage

3. Single language: Quechua

So What happened? 

Conquered by Francisco Pizarro
· Before you go…

How were the Inca able to create unity among the diverse people in the civilization?

How were the Inca able to overcome geographical obstacles?

