· New Imperialism

· Imperialism

· The domination by one country over the political, economic, or cultural life of another country or region.
· Why did imperialism happen?

· European nations grew stronger while older civilizations declined. (Industrial

Revolution—cause a need for resources)

· Civil war in West Africa and draining effects from the slave trade had weakened empires, kingdoms and city-states.

· European Advantages

· Strong Economies
· Well organized gov’ts 
· Powerful armies
· Superior technologies
· New weaponry
· France and Britain leading powers

1. Direct Rule: The French sent officials to administer their colonies.  

Goal was to impose French culture on their colonies
2. Indirect Rule:  The British used Sultans, Chiefs and other local rulers as their  agents in their governing colonies.

3. Protectorate:  The local rulers were left in place.  The ruler took advice of European advisors on issues of trade or missionary activity.
4. Sphere of Influence:  An area in which an outside power claimed executive investment or trading privileges.
· Religion andSociety 

· Catholics and Protestants sought to win souls to Christianity

· They built schools and medical centers
· They took a paternalistic view of Africans. “Children in need of their guidance.”

· Impact of Slave Trade

· Europeans took slaves to work the plantation and mines of the Americas

· Early 1800’s Europeans nations slowly outlawed the slave trade
· Abolitionists promoted the idea of returning free slaves to Africa

· 1787 Sierra Leone was in W. Africa, it was a colony for free slaves

· Liberia was the first independent republic 1847

· The Great Scramble

· King Leopold II of Belgium explored the Congo causing  other European nation to scramble.

· Berlin Conference

· To avoid bloodshed, European powers met in Berlin, Germany to divide Africa

· No Africans were present at this conference (WHY NOT?)

· European recognized Leopold’s claim on the Congo but called for free trade on the Congo and Niger rivers.

· No power could claim any part of Africa unless it set up a government office there.

· The European powers partitioned, (divided) almost the entire continent.  
· Only Ethiopia and Liberia remained independent.
