[image: image1.emf] 

Name_________________________



Unit:  India. 
Global I

The Mystical Ganges River

Hindus believe that life came from the Ganges river and should end there.   Each year, 1,000s of Hindu pilgrims visit the Ganges to bathe, purify themselves and take home water.  The crippled and the sick come hoping that the touch of the water will cure their ailments. 
Ganges Statistics:  Each day the Ganges receives:  902 million liters of sewage, 350 human corpses, 1,500 tons of wood and 1,400 tons of animal carcasses. 

The River’s Source:  The Himalayas, the highest mountains in the world, feed the Ganges River with a constant supply of water from its melting icecaps.  The Ganges has always been a precious source of water in the hot climate of India.  The river provides water for drinking, bathing, irrigation, spiritual cleansing and electrical energy.

A Visitor’s Account:  “Corpses draped in shawls were in a line waiting to be burnt, their ashes to be shoveled in to the Ganges.  To die and be cremated here is a great honor for Hindus, who believe that ending one’s life here allows one’s spirit to proceed directly to heaven, without dealing with reincarnations.  Certain Hindu sects do not believe in cremation and are simply wrapped up like a mummy in silk and set adrift down the river.  Our boat occasionally bumped into one of these cadavers on its final journey.  Rigor mortis set in and the corpses often had an arm aimed upward at the sky.”

Current Challenges: Some 300 million gallons of waste go into the Ganges each day, and the effects are stunning: recent water samples collected in Varanasi revealed fecal matter counts of about 50,000 bacteria per 100 milliliters of water, 10,000% higher than the government standard for safe river bathing. The result of this pollution is an array of water-borne diseases including cholera, hepatitis, typhoid and amoebic dysentery. An estimated 80% of all health problems and one-third of deaths in India are attributable to water-borne diseases.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:

1. Why is the Ganges such an important river in India?

2. List three uses for the Ganges River.

3. Knowing the amount of bacteria in the Ganges, why do you think people would willingly bathe in this river?

4.  Can you think of any places that people visit because it is believed to hold spiritual meaning?
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