Directions:  Take the following essay sample below and complete the following tasks:

1. Find the thesis and highlight it in PINK.

2. Find the political facts and highlight them in BLUE.

3. Find the economic facts and highlight them in GREEN.
4. REWORK the essay to make a POLITICAL paragraph and an ECONOMIC paragraph.

The Mongols will forever be cemented in history as some of the most brutal yet successful conquerors. They conquered much of Eurasia and formed the largest contiguous empire. Their first military conquest was those of neighboring China and their last occupation was in Russia. During those years, the nomadic Mongols shaped the future of the Eurasian continent. Despite being governed by the same nation, the political and economic effects of the Mongolian occupation on Russia and China had similarities and differences. 
There are a multitude of parallels and contrasts between the impact of the Mongols on the Chinese and Russian economy, In both areas the Mongols burned cities and destroyed infrastructure during their military campaigns. This limited the land's ability to grow crops, impoverishing the farmers, and weakening the economy. Also in China and in Russia, the merchants used the yam, the Mongolians high speed equestrian transportation service to travel quickly. On horseback, traders could travel farther with more ease, encouraging trade with distant lands. Coincidentally, silk production increased as many Persians did not have access to it prior. On the other hand, the Russians suffered a great loss in the production of goods. The Russians lost much of their work-force due to the plague, a disease spread by the MOngols. During the siege of Caffa, in Crimea, the MOngols catapulted infected corpses within the city. The disease spread and many more died, depleting Russia’s artisans and scholars for 100 years. Undeniably, the economic effects of Mongol rule on Russia and China had both similarities and differences. 
Many contrasting political impacts occurred between China and Russia under the Mongols. The mongolian rulers of China adopted the local administrative practices along with the taxation and postal systems. This allowed the government to be strong and well suited for the area’s economy. On the other hand, the Russian princes used the Mongolian weaponry, tax system and draft. New technologies and practices increased the Russians power, weakening the Mongols, making them susceptible to rebellion, Moreover, in Russia, the nobles remained in power and were left alone by the Mongols if they paid taxes. The Russian government was left to develop without the strict rule of their conquerors. In China, the scholars were thrown from the government and foreigners ruled the country. As a result, there was political instability in the empire since the people were not happy about the manner they were ruled in. Lastly, the MOngolian rulers of China lived in the cities, creating a well-informed centralized government. This was not the case in Russia, the conquerors lived in the steppe lands near the Black and Caspian Seas, creating a disconnect between the Mongols and Russians, diminishing their control. Given these points, it is plain to see the effect of the Mongolian occupation on the Russian and Chinese governments were profoundly differing.
There are scarce similarities between the political aspect of Mongol ruled China and Russia. Both territories utilized the yam to send important information to the Mongols. As a result, the rulers were knowledgeable of their subjects actions and could make well educated decisions ensuring a stable government. Furthermore, the Mongols reunited Northern and Southern China as well as the separated Russian kingdoms. After the end of the Mongol rule, Russia and CHina formed two of the strongest and longest standing countries in the world. As can be seen, few similarities existed in the politics of China and Russia. 

Clearly, some of the Mongols impacts on the economy and governments of Russia and China were shared, while others were opposing. The Mongols shaped Russia into the nation it is today while the Chinese have not been severely affected. They connected Eurasia and helped expand trade. They brought the compass to Europe and helped start the Age of Exploration. Even after their fall, the Mongols aided in unifying the globe. Without them, the modern world would not be the same.
