After Mexico gained its independence from Spain, the Mexican govt remained unstable until - ??

Directions: Create a timeline of significant events in the Mexican Revolution. 
Tough words: Hacienda – enormous plantation (a Haciendado owns the Hacienda); Campasino – peasant; Federale – supporter of Porfirio Diaz
Interesting Fact: After eleven years of fighting, Mexico won its independence from Spain in 1821.  From 1821 to 1877 alone, Mexico had two emperors, several dictators, and enough “presidents” to make a new government on the average of every nine months.  In addition to its corrupt government, Mexico was hit by recurring civil wars, conflicts with the United States and an invasion and occupation by France.  From 1846-1848 Mexico lost almost half its territory in the Mexican-American War, and foreign companies (strongly represented by the US), owned most of Mexico’s oil and other heavy industry.
The Mexican Revolution erupts (1910-1920): There were two revolutions in Mexico. The first was in 1810 (War of Independence) and it lasted for eleven years. The Second, beginning in 1910, lasted ten years. When it was over, in 1920, the population of Mexico was 1-2 million less than it had been in 1910. 
In 1910 Porfirio Diaz had ruled as Dictator of Mexico for thirty-seven years -- ever since 1873, when he had deceitfully overthrown his friend and mentor, Benito Juarez. Diaz was brutal, but efficient. He did not mind if foreign interests carted off the natural resources and the mineral wealth of Mexico, as long as they developed the infrastructure of roads & railroads in the process and he got his own cut – 10%. 

In 1910, Porfirio Diaz was under pressure from all sides, both at home and from the US -- to hold a "free" election. So Diaz finally announced that there would be an election. He was sure that he could keep his office by rigging the election. 

Francisco Madero, the son of a wealthy family from Coahuila, announced that he would run against Diaz. Madero was very modern and liked to call himself a "Progressive." He was a tireless campaigner and became wildly popular throughout Mexico. 

When Diaz realized Madero would win the election by a landslide, no matter how many ballots were thrown out, ballot boxes stuffed, or Federales(loyal to Diaz) sent in to keep Madero supporters away from the polls, he put Madero in prison. One female admirer of Madero came to visit him in prison. When the guards weren’t looking, they swapped clothes, and Madero escaped, dressed as his female friend. Soon his friends spirited him across the Border into Texas. 

Setting up his headquarters in Texas, Madero sent out an invitation for Revolution South of the Border. To all those who had grown sick of the oppression by Porfirio Diaz and his grey Federales, Madero promised Amnesty (a pardon) if they would join his Revolution. Soon Madero was attracting tens of thousands of followers in all parts of Mexico, as well as unemployed American cowboys. 

One of the Mexican outlaws who responded to Francisco Madero’s promise of Amnesty and came to the border to meet with Madero and join his movement, was a famous Northern bandit named Pancho Villa. His original name was Doroteo Arrango. He had been born a poor campesino in the State of Durango. 

At the age of sixteen, his sister had been hurt by the son of a local Haciendado. When he went to the Federales and the mayor to demand revenge, they told him to get lost.  When he went to the parish Priest, he was told “’Twas ever thus, my son. We must learn to bear our burdens. Let us pray.” So Villa stabbed the son of the Haciendado, and rode off into the hills, the Federales in hot pursuit. 

Pancho attracted many poor folks. In time, he led a band of outlaws on horseback. He would lead them on daring cattle raids on the herds of the great Haciendados that would end in big cookouts where hungry campesinos and campesinas would get to eat beef. Thus, even before the Revolution, Pancho was already a legend. 

Villa did not become the chief of Madero’s Army of the North all at once, he rose through the ranks because he was fearless in battle, a born leader who did not retreat, but rather advanced in the face of canons and gunfire. 

From 1910 until 1914, all of the Revolutionaries were allies of Francisco Madero, and united in their joint effort to overthrow Porfirio Diaz. 

From the four quarters of Mexico – Carranza from Coahuila, Pancho Villa from Chihuahua, Obregon from Sonora, and Zapata from Morelos, Madero’s armies pressed against the forces still loyal to Diaz in Mexico City, until Diaz finally took off on a steamship to Spain… 

Then Madero held a plebiscite (vote), and ruled, very briefly, as Presidente, until he was arrested and murdered in Mexico City by General Huerta. Huerta was backed by international oil companies with interests in Mexico. He also was receiving arms from Germany.  It was to prevent German arms from reaching Huerta that Woodrow Wilson landed troops at Vera Cruz in April of 1914 (same time as WWI). At least that was the cover story… 

The second phase of the Revolution began sometime during the Summer of 1914, when the leaders of the four armies – Carranza, Obregon, Villa, and Zapata – that had been Madero’s lieutenants in life, began to fall out, even as they descended on Mexico City to overthrow Huerta. 

It is very important to grasp this most important point: up until the Summer of 1914, Carranza, Obregon, Villa and Zapata had all been allies – followers, and then, after his execution by Huerta, heirs of Francisco Madero. Then, as their four armies pushed, for the second time in less than two years, to drive an authoritarian government out of Mexico City, there was a falling out. They aligned into two camps – and battled each other for the remainder of the revolution… and beyond. 

