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Political Parties Take Form in the Early Republic
Background: Although no one welcomed them, political parties gradually took shape during the formative years of the nation.  Despite safeguards against political parties, “men by nature seek association,” and the early republic proved to be no exception.  Both parties that will take shape did agree that the United States would one day become a great commercial power.  They differed, however, on how best to manage the transition from agrarian household economy to an international system of trade and industry.

Directions: Below are the basic beliefs to either the Federalists or the Democratic Republicans.  Label each party platform as being either that of the Federalists or the Democratic Republicans.

	Basic Belief
	Federalist or Democratic Republican?

	1.  The people have to be trusted.  The most virtuous of all Americans are the yeoman farmers.
	

	2. America must industrialize rapidly in order to compete with the rest of the world.
	

	3. The character of the people, not strong national, institutions will sustain the virtue of the Republic.
	

	4. The people cannot be trusted.
	

	5. Strong financial institutions corrupt the government…do not forget about the Revolutionary war!
	

	6. The elite are best suited for governing and economics because they understand the financial challenges and would work to secure the best interests of the people.
	

	7.  A modern economy required strong national institutions that would be directed by the elite.
	

	8. It only makes sense for the nation to create close commercial and diplomatic ties with the former mother country, as “we have a similarity of tastes, language, and general manners.”
	


In your opinion, which party would best suit the needs of our new nation and WHY?
