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The Americas

Name____________________________


I. Geography of Central & South America

A. _______________ (70,000-10,000 years ago) (30,000)

1. _______________________________________
a. Ice Age: Land bridge ___________________________ 
b. ________________: ice melts levels rose (10,000 BC)

c. First People from ___________. __________________.
2. Isolated by the _________________&____________ Oceans 

B. Terms to know: 

1. Pre-Columbian: 
2. Latin America:

3. Indigenous: 

C. Middle America/Meso/Central

1. _________________________________________________ 
2. ______________________: Sierra Madre (East & West) 

3. _________________________: between the mts. 

4. Marsh lands: ___________________________________________________
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D. South America

1. 12 countries. ___________________½ the land

2. Landforms:

a. __________________________________ 
b. ____________________ (Rain forests): 40% of continent. 

c. _________________: grassy plains. Most productive farming 

d. _______________________________: wide & deep

E. Results 

1. ____________________________________________________ 
2. Barriers to movement 

3. __________________: strong local traditions. Diverse cultures 

The Americas

Locate and label the map of the Americas.
	N. America
	Amazon River
	Yucatan Peninsula
	Andes Mountains
	Gulf of Mexico
	Caribbean Sea

	S. America
	Atlantic Ocean
	Pacific Ocean
	Incan Empire
	Aztec Empire
	Mayan Empire
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The Americas

Two great oceans separate the continents of North and South America from the rest of the world.  They are the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.  The northwest tip of North America (Alaska) is extremely close to the northeast tip of Asia (Siberia).  The closeness of the two continents provides a clue to the probable origins of the first people to settle in the Americas.  


Tens of thousands of years ago, Asia and North America were connected by a wide bridge of land.  At this time the Earth was experiencing its last ice age.  So much water froze into great sheets of ice that the water levels dropped exposing land between the two continents.   As a result it was possible for people to cross between Asia and North America.   The first people began to move from Asia to the Americas, probably in search of herds of animals.  Many of the groups were related to the Mongols.   
Eventually people started to migrate (move) south.  By 6,000 to 10,000 years ago, groups of people had reached all the way to the tip of South America. Experts believe that the last people to cross the land bridge remained in the northern Arctic regions.  These people are called Inuits (Eskimos).  The land bridge disappeared about 10,000 years ago.  As the Earth’s climate grew warmer, the ice melted and the water levels rose covering the land, which is now the Bering Strait. 


The Americas are made up of two continents North and South America.  Mesoamerica refers to the land that is today Mexico and Central America.  This area connects North and South America.  This area has a diverse landscape.  The East and West Sierra Madre are mountain ranges in Central America.  The land between the mountains is a plateau and much of the area is marshland, which led to creative farming techniques.  The Andes Mountains run down the length of South America, where people like the Incas had to adapt their lifestyles drastically. The Amazon Basin dominates about 40% of the continent.  The Amazon River, one of the three longest rivers in the world drains the continent.  Most people live on the pampas, which are grassy plains, which are the most suitable for farming. 

Answer and fill in: 
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1. The Americas are separated by the rest of the world by the Pacific and ____________ Oceans. 

2. People came over from Asia and eventually __________ south.

3.  The last people to come over were probably the _____________.

4.  People were able to cross over on a land ____________ that is now the Bering Strait.

5. The land was covered by water when the _____ melted.

6. ___________ America connects North and South America.

7. Most people in South America live in the _____________, because it is most suitable for farming.

8. The Andes Mountains and the Amazon River are two major geographic features of ___________ America. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
 How do you think their isolation will affect them?
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