Do Now!!!!
*Answer the two questions below based on the document
Document #1: East India Company

“In the early 1600’s, the British East India Company obtained trading rights on the fringe of the Mughal empire.  As Mughal power declined, the company expanded its influence.  By the mid-1800’s, it controlled three-fifths of India.  Even when Mughal power was at its height, India was home to many people and cultures.  As Mughal power crumbled, India fragmented.  Indians speaking dozens of different languages with different traditions were not able to unite against the newcomers.  The British took advantage of this ferment by playing rival princes against each other.  Where diplomacy or deception did not work, their superior weapons overpowered the local rulers.”

1. What is the British East India Company?

2. How were the British able to conquer such a vast amount of territory?
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