Korea and Its Traditions

Korea is located on a peninsula in the south of Asia.  Steep mountains and the Yalu River separate Korea from China.  The southern tip of Korea points towards Japan.  Since Korea is near both China and Japan, it served as a link or cultural bridge between China and Japan, just like the Throg’s Neck bridge carries ideas from New York to Long Island!  Throughout its history, Koreans have adapted Chinese ideas and passed them on to the Japanese.  


Chinese civilization has always influenced Korea.  Chinese missionaries brought Buddhism to Korea.  Korean monks traveled to China and brought home Chinese arts and learning.  Koreans adopted Confucian ideas including the belief that the family was the basis of the state.  In fact, Koreans saw the relationship of their kingdom to China as the younger brother who owes loyalty to the older brother.  Korea was a tributary state, they paid China a tribute (tax) in order to remain independent.  When Japan tried to attack China, by way of Korea, the Koreans pushed back the invaders.  They adopted the civil service system, however, adapted for only aristocracy.  Scholars used Chinese models for their histories and poems.  Art and architecture also had a strong Chinese influence.

Despite strong ties to China, Koreans also developed their own ways.  For example, their language is not related to Chinese.  Koreans invented their own system of writing, Hangal, that was easier to use than the Chinese system.  They perfected a type of blue-green porcelain glaze called celadon.  People all over Asia admired celadon vases and jars made in Korea.
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True or False:

1.____ Korea was unimportant to the development of Japan

2.____Korea is considered a cultural bridge from China to Japan.

3.____Korea is part of China.

4.____Korea copied everything exactly from the Chinese.

5.____Korea had to pay tribute to China in order to remain independent.

6.____Koreans are famous for Celadon.

7.____The Koreans hated the Chinese.

8. Which two religions (belief systems) greatly effected Korea? 

a. 





b. 

9. Describe the relationship between Korea and China in Confucian terms. 

Name_____________________________



I. Korea


A. Geography

	Geographic Feature
	Impact on Culture

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


B. Chinese influenced:

	1. Buddhism & _________________ ideals

2. Ideas about _____________________.

3. Civil _____________ __________

4. Landscape ______________________.

5. Woodblock _________________.

6. Porcelain-____________________.
	


C. Korea’s own identity

1. Own _______________: called ___________________.  Much _____________ than Chinese writing and the __________________ rate was very high in Korea. 

2.  Confucian ideals, Korea saw itself as the _______________________________ to China. 

CHINA








KOREA





JAPAN
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