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Foreign Influence Expands in China 

During the 1850’s Chinese people rebelled against foreigners. Using their modern weapons, the foreigners easily put down the Chinese rebels.  The foreigners then took advantage of the weakened Chinese government by “carving up” China into spheres of influence. Each country was to control the trade in its sphere. Russia, Germany, Britain, and France gained spheres; the United States, however, did not gain its own spheres. The United States feared that it would lose trade rights and benefits in China. In 1899, President McKinley argued that there should be an 

Open Door Policy in China. The Open Door Policy would mean that any country could trade in any part of China. The European countries agreed to  the Open Door Policy. This policy increased competition for trade between imperialistic nations. 

Nationalism Grew in China 

Even though European countries controlled most of China’s largest cities, China was still  a free country. The Chinese people, however, resented the presence of foreigners in their country and formed secret societies that pledged to rid the country of “foreign devils.” In 1900, a group of Chinese known as Boxers rebelled against the Europeans and the Americans, and surrounded the European sections of cities for months. They carried out widespread attacks on foreigners in every part of China. Responding to the outcry of their citizens, an army made up of troops from eight countries (Great Britain, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Russia, Japan and  the United States) responded to the Boxer Rebellion and defeated the movement.  After the  defeat of the Chinese Boxer Rebellion, the victorious foreign governments forced the  Chinese government to not only pay reparations, but also give up what little power it still had. Nevertheless, the Boxer Rebellion was the beginning of a movement leading to the modern Chinese state. 

Answer the following questions:

1. Why were the Chinese unable to beat the foreign invaders?

2. What is a "sphere of influence" and what countries were part of the spheres?

3. What was the Open Door Policy?  Was it beneficial for the Europeans?  China?

4. Who were the Boxers and what were their goals?
