Impact of the Slave Trade on Africa
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 “There was a great loss of people and staggering waste in their use; and at certain times and places this loss without a doubt crippled society…

It suffocated future economic growth by sending away the very men and women who would otherwise produce wealth at home…In exporting slaves, Africans exported their own capital without any possible return in interest.  The wealth that the African slaves could have contributed was never returned to Africa.

Local industries dwindled or collapsed.  Handicrafts and cottage industries could barely survive, let alone expand…These local industries declined while (certain) chiefs and merchants fattened on the slave trade and they became wealthier and more powerful.  The wealth that came to the few in Africa profited from the slave trade cannot be measured against the many who suffered from losses.

The connection between the Europeans and African continents resulted in another evil and that was that it produced among the Europeans a mentality of race superiority that helped hasten later European conquest of Africa.  For Africans the memory of the slavery years has loaded many Africans with a sense of inferiority, guilt and shame.”  Basil Davidson, a noted African historian, writes about the impact of the slave trade on the African continent.

1. How did the slave trade impact the African economy?

2. Why would  Africans help the Europeans get slaves?
3. How did the Europeans feel about the Africans?
4. List three effects of the slave trade in Africa
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