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Geography and Early Greeks

Greece is a peninsula that juts out into the Mediterranean 
Sea.  Rugged mountains cover about three-fourths of Greece.
  These mountains greatly influenced Greek political life; it was difficult to unite the Greeks under a single government.  Greece developed small, independent communities within each little valley and its surrounding mountains.  Most Greeks gave their loyalty to these local communities or city-states.  The Greeks called the city-states a polis, which included the Acropolis, the hilltop where the fortress and temples would be located and the area at the base of the mountain where the homes, marketplace, theater and buildings were located.  Each city-state usually had a wall built around it for protection, but also helped bring a feeling of unity and loyalty to the people and competition among other city-states. 

The uneven terrain also made it difficult for transportation.  Only about 20 percent of the land is suitable for farming and could not sustain a large population.  This lack of farmable land made it necessary for Greeks to look for other land and trading partners.  The Greeks relied on the Aegean, Ionian Sea and Black Sea to help link most parts of Greece and connect them with other societies.   Its beautiful climate allowed them to spend much time outdoors.

Around 1750 BCE, the Minoans built the first Greek civilization on the island of Crete in the eastern Mediterranean Sea.  The Minoans were sea traders who traveled to Egypt and Mesopotamia.  Through trade, they learned new ideas and technology and adapted these new ideas to their own culture.


The Mycenaeans conquered Crete around 1400 BCE and built a new civilization.  The Mycenaeans were also sea traders.  The Mycenaeans are best remembered for the Trojan War, which they believe took place around 1250 BCE.  In this war, the Mycenaeans defeated the trading city of Troy.  Much of what we know about this period comes from reading the epic poems of Homer.  The Iliad and the Odyssey give us clues about the lives of ancient Greeks.  Scholars believed that the Trojan War was mostly legend, until evidence was found that supports a war.  According to legend, a Greek army destroyed Troy because a Trojan youth had kidnapped Helen, the beautiful wife of a Greek king.  However, the probable cause was due to a struggle over an important waterway in the Aegean Sea.  (I like the romantic version myself.)


Around 1200 BCE, sea raiders attacked the Mycenaeans.  For the next 300 years, Greek civilization slowly declined until later powerful city-states developed. 

True or False:

1.____The first Greek Civilization started in a fertile river valley.

2.____It was difficult for the Greeks to unite because of the mountains.

3.____The Trojan War never happened.

4.____The Trojan War was probably fought over economic reasons.

5.____ The Greeks were probably very good sailors.

6. Draw a picture of what a typical city-state might look like, label the buildings.

Name_________________________
Greece Geography and Early History Power Point 

Locate the following:
	Athens
 Sparta 
Mycenae
	Troy

Asia Minor

Peloponnesus
	Rhodes
Crete
	Pindus Mts.

Mediterranean Sea
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	Geographic Feature
	Impact on Culture

	Balkan Peninsula
	

	Mostly Mountainous: Only 20% suitable for farming.
	

	City-States: 
	a. 

b. 

	Archipelago: 1,400 islands in the Aegean Sea.


	a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

	Uneven/Rugged terrain
	a. 

b. 

	Moderate Climate
	a. 

b. 

c. 
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A. City–state or ______________:  typically had two levels.

1. _______________: the top level.  

a. Where _______________ were located.  Closer to heaven.
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2. _______________…marketplace, theaters & homes.

II. Early people of Greece

A. ______________: 1st Greeks

1.  ________________ and were not conquerors.  

B.  ________________________.  

1. ________________.

2. __________________________________________?

3. ________________, who wrote:

a. ________________and _____________. (Reveal Ancient Greek values.)

C.  _________________ invaders from the north.

1. Greece                                    for several centuries.  
Primary Source:  The Iliad, Homer: In the following excerpt, Hector’s wife begs him not to fight Achilles.
“O Hector, your courage will be your destruction; and you have no pity on your little son or on me, who will soon be your widow...if I lose you, it would be better for me to die....”

Then tall Hector...answered, “Wife, I too have thought upon all this.  But I would feel deep shame if like a coward I stayed away from battle.  All my life I have learned to be brave and to fight always in the front ranks of the Trojans, winning glory for myself...”
From this passage, why does Hector leave?___________________________________________________
  “So now all who escaped death in battle or by shipwreck had got safely home except Odysseus, and he, though he was longing to return to his wife and country, was detained by the goddess Calypso, who had got him into a large cave and wanted to marry him. But as years went by, there came a time when the gods settled that he should go back to Ithaca; nevertheless all the gods had now begun to pity him except Poseidon, who still persecuted him without ceasing and would not let him get home.”

From this passage, what is the relationship between mortals (people) and the gods? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. What geographic feature dominates Greece?

2. How did this influence the development of Greece?
3. How did the location of Greece on the Mediterranean benefit them?
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