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Geography of India

India is a large triangle shaped land located in southeastern Asia.  India is a subcontinent, a large landmass that juts out from another continent.  It is surrounded by water on three sides by the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal. High mountain ranges like the rugged Hindu Kush and the towering Himalaya Mountains, the highest in the world, separate India from other lands.  However, nomads invaded India through passes in the Hindu Kush Mountains.  

Three major regions exist in India.  The northern plain is well watered by two sacred rivers, the Indus and the Ganges. Melting snowcaps from the Himalayan Mountains is a constant source to the rivers. The Deccan Plateau, a dry central plateau is triangular and has no major rivers.  The land is too dry for farming; therefore it can only support a small population.   The third region is the coastal plains, is separated by mountain ranges the Eastern and Western Ghats.  The flat land along the coast is ideal for fishing and trading.  Rain and rivers in this area provide water for farming.  India’s huge size and varied geography have made it hard to unite.

Winds called monsoons bring rain every summer.  When there is not enough rain, people cannot grow crops.  When there is too much, rivers such as the Ganges rise in deadly floods.
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True or False:

____1.   Many people live in the Deccan Plateau because of the fertile soil.

____2.  The Indus & Ganges Rivers are sacred to the people of India.

____3.   India has few natural barriers.

____4.   India is a continent.

____5.  India has three major geographic regions.

6. How does the diverse landscape effect the development of India?

7. If you wished to start farming in India, which region would you not choose?  

8. If you wished to be a trader, which region would you choose?

