India’s Struggle for Independence

During WWI India was the most important colony in the British Empire. (“Jewel in the Crown”)

After the war, demonstrators protested British rule in India.

The Nationalist movement was divided: the Hindu’s and Muslim’s did not trust each other.

British try to maintain control

Great Britain intended to stifle the opposition by imposing harsh laws.

British officials could arrest Indian nationalists without cause and jail them without trial. (Rowlatt Acts)

10,000 unarmed Indians assembled for a political meeting; British felt that they need to exercise their authority.
British troops without warning block the exits and began firing on the crowd.  

400 people including children died
1,200 wounded
Gandhi

Mohandas K. Gandhi became the leader of the nationalists
He was educated in England and practiced law in South Africa
Until 1914 he lived in South Africa, led protest against racial discrimination.
Gandhi used protest methods based on civil disobedience or the refusal to obey laws that are considered unjust.
Gandhi urged Indians to reject Western Civilization for its brutal force, its money worship and prejudicial attitudes.
Gandhi believed that one could force an evil person or government to change by challenging it directly, but without violence. 

Toward Independence

1930’s Gandhi protested the salt tax
The British controlled the salt mines and the ocean salt fields.

Limited Self-Rule

Under pressure from the nationalist movement, the British began to give Indians more political power.

1935, the British Parliament passed the Government of India Act, which created a constitution for India.

