Name__________________________________
The Feudal Period (1185-1600)

	During Japan’s feudal period power rested in the hands of a supreme military dictator and council.  The emperors were mere figureheads.   Shoguns, supreme military commanders held all the power and became a hereditary title.  Emperors had no control over this military dictator.  Daimyos, lesser lords owed military service to the Shoguns in exchange for land.  In the feudal period, a warrior class called Samurai replaced the nobles as a fighting aristocracy. 

  The Shogun and the network of samurai followed a rigid and demanding code of behavior, Bushido-the Way of the Warrior.  It was a combination of Confucian ethics and discipline of Zen Buddhism. It was the guide to the ideal warrior.  Samurai bands saved Japan from Mongol invasions from China in the 13th century.  The peasants and artisans were next since they provided services for the community.  Similar to China, the merchants ranked last since their job was viewed as the most selfish. 
	Draw the Feudal Japanese Social Classes here: 




1. In India, the priest class was ranked superior.  In Confucian China, the scholar call was the highest.  Which class was superior in Japan?__________________

1. Who held the real power in feudal Japan?____________________________

2. Why do you think the emperor left alone?___________________________________

The Tokugawa Shogunate (1603-1868)

Disorder, anarchy and civil war lasted for almost three centuries until Tokugawa Ieyasu won control.  He created the last of the military dynasties of Japan, the Tokugawa Shogunate (1603-1868).  Edo, later called Tokyo, became the center of Japan’s government.  Tokugawa Shoguns imposed a rigid social structure.  

In the mid-16th Century.  Dutch and Portuguese traders and Catholics missionaries began to enter Japan from China.  By the mid-17th century, the European contact with Japan was regarded as a threat to Tokugawa Shogunate.  Shogunate rulers became fearful that Christianity and European traders would introduce social and political disorder.  The Shogun forbade missionaries to enter Japan and banned contact with foreigners, except for very limited Dutch and Chinese trade in 1639.  This became known as the Tokugawa Seclusion Policy.

True or False:

1. _____The Tokugawa Shogunate was the first military dynasties in Japan.

2._____ Education was just as important in Japan as in China. 

3. _____The fear of the Europeans lead to the Tokugawa Seclusion Policy

3. ____Tokyo was once called Edo.
Name___________________
AIM:  
Once upon a time…Japan was plagued with

 1) ___________________________.
Local lords and even Buddhist temples formed bands of people who were 

2) ___________________________ to 3) _____________________________ against the central government.  

These armies struggled for 4) __________________________. 

Japan became a 5) ________________________________.

Social Classes in Japan’s Feudal Society
6) _____________________: _________________. Headed Japanese society, but he had little power.   Even so, he was well 7) __________________________. 

8) __________________________: supreme military commanders. 

9) _________________: vassal lords.  _______________________.  Became warriors when requested.

10) ________________________: “Those who serve.” Japan’s fighting aristocracy. 

These warriors followed a code of values called 11) _______________________.

Bushido: “The way of the warrior.” The code emphasized 12) _________________, 13) _____________________________ and 14) ____________________________. 15) _________________________ or ________________: ritual suicide if they  failed to live up to their Bushido. 

16) _______________________:  majority of people who produced the nation’s food.  They lived simply, worked hard, and paid 17) _______________________. 

Artisans were the 18) _____________________________. 

19) ___________________________: at the bottom of the social scale because they produced nothing themselves, they just bought and sold others’ items. 

Even so, many merchants became 20) _________________________________. 

Like in most ancient civilizations, 21) _____________ held an _____________________ to men. A 22) _____________________________________:  military rule. 23)____________________________________________ was founded when the daimyo Tokugawa defeated all other 24)____________________. It lasted from 1603 to 1868. The shogunate imposed a strong 25) _______________________________________ control on all of Japan. They created an 26) ___________________ and 27)____________________________________. To create order, the shogunate imposed many 28) ________________________________. 

However…. 

31) ___________________________________________________ 

32) ___________________________________________________ 

33) ___________________________________________________

34) ____________________________________________________ 
Bushido-The Way of the Warrior

	Bushido did not consist of fixed rules.  It was a system of good manners, preserved in unwritten law and expressing an ideal behavior.  (Similar to the way we are taught to say please/thank you and not to burp at the dinner table).  It was a combination of all the cultural and spiritual forces of the feudal era.  Shinto supplied the spirit of devotion to country and overlord; Confucianism provided its ethics and Zen Buddhism its method of private self-discipline and unquestioning obedience.  A missionary to Japan described the Bushido code in eight attitudes:
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1. Loyalty: to the Shogun and to the Lord

2. Gratitude: To lord and country

3. Courage: Life is to be surrendered gladly in the service of the Lord.

4. Justice: not allowing selfishness to stand in the way of one’s duty

5. Truthfulness

6. Politeness

7. Reserve: Do not show your feelings

8. Honor: Death is preferable to disgrace.  The knight always carried two swords, a long one to fight his foes, a short one to turn upon his own body in the case of blunder or defeat.  Suicide was an accepted form of compensation for failure.  The samurai was always preparing himself for it.  The suicide he rehearsed was called seppuku or harakiri.  Women in a similar action cut their jugular veins by a method called jigari.
The following quote from Hagakure (1716), a popular book, shows evidence of some of these attitudes:

“ The way of the warrior (bushido) is to find a way to die.  If a choice is given between life and death, the samurai must choose death.  Make up your mind and follow the predetermined course.  Someone may say, “You die in vain if you do not accomplish what you set out to do.”  That represents an insincere approach to bushido…if the samurai misses his objective and continues to live, he must be regarded as a coward.  If he misses his objective and chooses death…this must not be regarded as a shameful act.  Day and night if you make a conscious effort to think of death and resolve to pursue it, and if you are ready to discard life at a moment’s notice, you and bushido will become one.  In this way throughout your life you can perform your duties for your master…”   

