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Document-Based Question: The Black Plague

Directions: Read the documents in Part A and answer the questions.  Then read the directions for Part B and write a thesis.

Historical Context: 

In the mid 1300’s the bubonic plague, or Black Death, had spread across Europe.  To the Europeans, the end of the world indeed seemed to have come.  Unlike catastrophes that pull communities together, this epidemic was so terrifying that it ripped apart the very fabric of society.  But it also sparked major changes that led to the Renaissance and modern civilization.  
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Document 1: Circle One: Social, Economic, Religious or Political

1. How might the map help explain why people in Europe thought that the world was ending?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 2: Circle One: Social, Economic, Religious or Political

	... The workers on the land in the countryside wanted rent contracts such that you could say that all they harvested would be theirs. And they learned to demand oxen from the landlord but at the landlord's risk [and liability for any harm done to the animal]. And then they helped others for pay by the job or by the day. And they also learned to deny [liability for] loans and [rental] payments; and [hiring] laborers became much more expensive. You could say that the farms were theirs; and they wanted the oxen, seed, loans quickly and on good terms…      
                                                                                                         ~ Ordinances In Florence


2. How did the plague change the previous system of feudalism (serfdom)?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 3: Circle One: Social, Economic, Religious or Political
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3. What was one explanation given for the plague?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 4: Circle One: Social, Economic, Religious or Political

	... On Saturday - St. Valentine's Day-they burnt the Jews on a wooden platform in their cemetery. There were about two thousand people of them. Those who wanted to baptize themselves were spared. Many small children were taken out of the fire and baptized against the will of their fathers and mothers. And everything that was owed to the Jews was cancelled, and the Jews had to surrender all pledges and notes that they had taken for debts. The council, however, took the cash that the Jews possessed and divided it among the working-men proportionately. The money was indeed the thing that killed the Jews. If they had been poor and if the feudal lords had not been in debt to them, they would not have been burnt. After this wealth was divided among the artisans some gave their share to the Cathedral or to the Church on the advice of their confessors.


4. Why were the Jews used as a scapegoat for the Black Plague?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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