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Understanding Causes and Effects~

During the 1800s, most of Spain’s colonies in the Americas fought for independence against colonial rule.  The chart below summarizes some of the causes and effects of these wars of independence.  It includes both short and long term causes and effects.  Short-term causes have a direct result while long term causes take place over a longer period of time.  


Answer the questions that follow the chart.














         Wars of 






     Independence






    In Latin America
1.  What was one long term cause of the wars of independence in Latin America? What was one short term cause?

Long—

Short--  

2. What was one short term effect of the wars of independence?  What was one long term effect?

Long—

Short—

3. Why did Creoles and Mestizos grow unhappy with Spanish rule?  How did this lead to independence movements?

4. Do you think Latin American countries are still experiencing the effects of their struggles for independence?  Explain.
Causes


*Spain sets up colonies in the Americas


*Creoles and Mestizos grow unhappy with Spanish rule


*Revolutionary ideas spread to the Americas


*Spain’s power weakens after wars and foreign rule


*Strong leaders call for independence





Effects


*Many deaths occur


*Nations of Latin America win independence


*New nations write constitutions


*Civil wars break out


*Caudillos (local strong men) take power


*New nations become economically dependent upon others








